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In the claims: 

Please cancel clai m 120, amend claim 113 and add c laims 126-133 as follows: 

113. t^Amethod of positioning a catheter in a patient's ascending aorta between the 
a/ent's Qdronfeiry ostia and the patient's brachiocephalic artery, comprising: 

introducing a distal end of a shaft of an aortic catheter into a blood vessel downstream of 
the patient's ascending aorta, the shaft comprising an inner tubular member within an outer 
tubular member, t\ie inner tubular member extending at least to the distal end of the outer tubular 
member; 

transluminal^ positioning the shaft so that the distal end of the shaft is in the ascending 
aorta and an expandable occluding member attached to the shaft near the distal end is disposed 
between the coronarM ostia and the brachiocephalic artery; and 

expanding theloccluding member within the ascending aorta to prevent migration of the 
ccludiffg member intathe aortic root. 



rf3, 



rein the expanding step comprises expanding the 



6. The method of clViin/rfj 
occluding member such tqat the passage of debris generated during a cardiovascular procedure 
is precluded by the occluding member. 
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The method of claimJJ<?7 wherein the expanding step comprises expanding the 
occluding member to a pressure sufficient to substantially prevent blood from passing by the 
occluding membenand into the aortic root. 




The method < 



7 

"occluding member to k pr< 
the brachiocephalic arte 




3, wherein the expanding step comprises expanding the 
sufficient to block blood flow between the coronary ostia and 




A method of positioning a catheter in a patient's ascending aorta between the patient's 
Coronary ostia and the patient's brachiocephalic artery, 

introducing a distal end of a shaft of an aortic catheter into a blood vessel downstream of 
the patient's ascending aorta, \he shaft comprising an inner tubular member within an outer 
tubular member; 

transluminally positioning the shaft so that the distal end of the shaft is in the ascending 
aorta and an expandable occluding member, having a distal end attached to the inner tubular 
member and a proximal end attached to the outer tubular member, is disposed between the 
coronary ostia and the brachiocephalic artery; and 

expanding the occluding member within the ascending aorta to block blood flow 
therethrough by passing an inflation flui^ through a flow passage between the inner tubular 
member and the outer tubular member. 



A method of positioning a catheter in \ patient's ascending aorta between the patient's 
coronary ostia and the patient's brachiocephalic artery: 

providing an aortic catheter having a shaft comprising an inner tubular member within 
an outer tubular member and an expandable occluding member attached to the shaft near the 
distal end thereof; 

withdrawing the outer tubular member praxfonally with respect to the inner tubular 
member to reduce the profile of the occluding member on the shaft of the aortic catheter; 

introducing the distal end of the shaft into a bl^od vessel downstream of the patient's 
ascending aorta; 

transluminally positioning the shaft so that the dikal end of the shaft is in the ascending 
aorta and the expandable occluding member is disposed between the coronary ostia and the 
brachiocephalic artery; and 
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expanding tnte occluding member within the ascending aorta to block blood flow 
therethrough. 
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method of positioning a catheter in a patient's ascending aorta between the patient's 
/coronary ostia and the patiW's brachiocephalic artery: 

providing an aortic ciatheter having a shaft comprising an inner tubular member within 
an outer tubular member and expandable occluding member attached to the shaft near the 
distal end thereof; 

rotating the outer tubularVnember with respect to the inner tubular member to reduce the 
profile of the occluding member on the shaft of the aortic catheter; 

introducing the distal end o^the shaft into a blood vessel downstream of the patient's 
ascending aorta; 

transluminally positioning the Vhaft so that the distal end of the shaft is in the ascending 
aorta and the occluding member is disposed between the coronary ostia and the brachiocephalic 
artery; and 

expanding the occluding member Within the ascending aorta to block blood flow 
therethrough. 




\lfl. A method of positioning a catheter in aWtient's ascending aorta between the patient's 
'coronary ostia and the patient's brachiocephalic Wtery 

introducing a distal end of a shaft of an adrtic catheter into a blood vessel downstream of 
the patient's ascending aorta, the shaft comprising^ inner tubular member within an outer 
tubular member; 

transluminally positioning the shaft so that thfe distal end of the shaft is in the ascending 
aorta and an expandable occluding member attached to the shaft near the distal end is disposed 
between the coronary ostia and the brachiocephalic are 

expanding the occluding member within the asc^iding aorta to block blood flow 
-ough; and 

measuring the aortic pressure distal to the occluding member. 

/ M 

The method of claim V3 2 wherein the step of measuring aortic pressure distal to the 
occluding member comprises measuring the aortic pressure wjth a pressure transducer 
positioned near the distal end of the shaft. 




